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the neigborhood of molièrebuurt 
west mainly has problems in the 
collective space. There is a lack 
of use and accessibility and the 
ownership of the spaces is unclear. 
This has led to problems like 
responsibility, maintenance and 
safety. 

> experiment 1   
Improving the collective space. 
Perhaps the most realistic way 
to answer to the demands of 
the neighbourhood, buildings 
and owners is to improve the 
collective space. In this experiment 
the individual apartments stay 
unchanged. the impact of the 
improved collective on the 
individual owner is the main goal.  

The generic solutions that were 
tested within this experiment are:

1.1 make readable territories

1.2 involve family houses in  
 the territory

1.3 move parking spaces into  
 the territory

1.4 make a community deck  
 above parking

1.5 move entrances to the  
 inside

1.6 create new staircases

1.7 create a buffer zone   
 between porch and  
 apartment

1.8 create a community   
 building

Each solution was evaluated by 
looking at the influence on the 
different stated problems on a 
social, functional and architectural 
level. This was done both for the 
individual space and collective 
space in order to see the influence 
on one another. an assessment 
was made for which kind of owner 
or group of owners, the solution is 
applicable. 

the buildings in molièrebuurt 
West  have a very rigid and 
anonymous architecture. value has 
been added on the inside of the 
apartments over the years, when 
people, for instance, renovated 
bathrooms and kitchens. This value 
is not shown on the outside of the 
buildings, making these buildings 
too anonymous.

> experiment 2  
Improving the individual space. 
a more experimental and less 
realistic approach is improving 
the individual apartments and by 
doing that reducing the collective. 
Taking away the problem rather 
than fixing it. The goal here is to 
reduce the problems to a minimum 
without solving them directly, as is 
the case in experiment 1. 

The generic solutions that were 
tested within this experiment are:

2.1 merge apartments

2.2 add private outside spaces

2.3 fill the collective garden  
 with housing

2.4.1 owners choose own   
 window frames

2.4.2 open parts facades filled by  
 owners

2.4.3 owners choose their fences

2.4.4 apply changeable facade  
 materials

2.4.5 design “shopping windows”

Each solution was evaluated by 
looking at the influence on the 
different stated problems on a 
social, functional and architectural 
level. This was done both for the 
individual space and collective 
space in order to see the influence 
on one another. an assessment 
was made for which kind of owner 
or group of owners, the solution is 
applicable. 
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